HISAAKI YAITA + NAOKO YAITA

Design: 200609 Construction: 2009—11

The client desired a simple form residence that
cannot be perceived from the outside, though
the interior space is wide open. The wish can be
said the entire concept of the residence.

The site is located in a residential district that
low-rise houses stand in lines spaciously, which
is rarely seen at the center of Tokyo. Even
though, neighboring houses stand close by and
it required a particular idea in order to secure
privacy in the residence.

Firstly, so as to take in light, living, dining
and kitchen, which are the central spaces, are
arranged on the top second floor. As a way to
prevent gaze from the outside, the spaces are
enclosed together with a courtyard, Floating
Patio, with walls and is placed as if floating
above a Japanese-style room’s structure of first
floor.

At the basement another thin courtyard,
Sunken Patio, is made so that it will link to the
second floor’s courtyard. There, private spaces
such as bedrooms and bathrooms are placed
under plentiful of light, though they are located
in the basement.

The first floor that is inserted between two
private spaces on the top and the bottom is
treated much intimate to the outside world com-
pared to the two different floors. The Japanese-
style room on the first floor is designed to be
able to hold tea ceremonies. The second floor’s
floating structure serves as a large roof for the
first floor and the open and dynamic space is
created around the structure surrounding the
Japanese-style room. The space is analogous to
Roji, a designed alley, in the context of tradi-
tional Japanese garden and the Japanese-style
room will become a tearoom arranged in Roji.

The three-layered courtyard helps to tie the
underground Sunken Patio to the first floor’s
Roji by slightly raising up the adjacent structure
that holds water facilities. Furthermore, the
courtyard developed into a unified Patio by con-
necting the Sunken Patio to the Roji and then
linking the Roji to the Floating Patio above.

As a result, the light penetrating from Float-
ing Patio fills the first floor’s Roji space and is
lead to the underground Sunken Patio. Thus,
once stepping into the inside of the house, the
calm expression of the exterior turns into an-
other world filled with light.

Here, Patio appeared as a new way of an
urban residence.

Hisaaki Yaita + Naoko Yaita
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Architects: Yaita and Associates—

Hisaaki Yaita, Naoko Yaita, principals-in-charge;
Yoshiko Kurihara, Shu Ishikawa,

Okubo Motoaki (ex-staff), project team

Consultants: Katsuharu Sugiura, structural;
Shimazu Design Office Ltd.—Mitsuhiro Shimazu,
mechanical; The House, coordination

General contractor: Nichinan Iron Construction—
Tadashi Kashima, Takeshi Kagayama

Structural system: steel frame, reinforced concrete
Major materials: zinc phosphate coating corrugated
steel plate, exposed concrete, teak wood flooring
Site area: 172.19 m?

Footprint area: 79.41 m?

Total floor area: 226.86 m?
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Detail: louvers of second floor S=1:30
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Patio between two volumes with floor level difference
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Steel structure of upper part sit on concrete volume of lower part
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